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Who Is Responsible for Applying CUI Markings

and Dissemination

Controlled Unclassified Information, or CUI, refers to sensitive government information that is not

classified but still requires protection. Unlike classified material, CUI is not subject to national security

oversight but must still be handled according to specific guidelines to prevent unauthorized disclosure. The

responsibility for marking and disseminating CUI is not limited to a single role—it is a shared obligation

that involves multiple parties across different levels of an organization.

Understanding CUI Markings

CUI markings are visual indicators that identify information as controlled and provide instructions for

handling, sharing, and storing it. These markings typically include banners at the top and bottom of a

document, portion markings for sections within the document, and dissemination controls such as

"NOFORN" (Not Releasable to Foreign Nationals) or "REL TO" (Releasable To). The markings ensure that

recipients understand the sensitivity of the information and the restrictions on its use.

Primary Responsibility: The Original Classification Authority

The primary responsibility for applying CUI markings lies with the Original Classification Authority

(OCA) or the individual who creates or originates the information. This person must evaluate the content

and determine whether it qualifies as CUI under applicable laws, regulations, or government-wide policies.

If the information meets the criteria, the OCA must apply the appropriate markings before disseminating it.

This step is crucial because incorrect or missing markings can lead to unauthorized disclosure or

mishandling.

Role of Information Owners and Program Managers

Beyond the OCA, information owners and program managers also play a significant role. These individuals

are responsible for overseeing the proper handling of CUI within their programs or departments. They

ensure that staff are trained on marking procedures, that marking templates are available, and that



dissemination practices align with agency policies. They also review documents to verify that markings are

accurate and consistent with guidance.

Responsibilities of Holders and Users

Once CUI is marked and disseminated, the responsibility shifts to the holders and users of the information.

These individuals must respect the markings, follow handling instructions, and only share the information

with authorized recipients. They are also responsible for maintaining the integrity of the markings when

copying or transmitting the information. Failure to do so can result in violations of handling requirements

and potential security incidents.

Agency-Level Oversight and Compliance

At the agency level, oversight offices such as the CUI Program Manager or the Information Security Office

are responsible for ensuring compliance with marking and dissemination policies. These offices provide

training, issue guidance, and conduct audits to verify that markings are applied correctly and that

dissemination practices are secure. They also respond to incidents involving improperly marked or

mishandled CUI.

Training and Continuous Improvement

Effective CUI marking and dissemination depend on ongoing training and awareness. Agencies must

provide regular instruction to all personnel who handle CUI, ensuring they understand the importance of

markings and the consequences of non-compliance. Continuous improvement efforts, such as updating

marking templates and refining dissemination procedures, help organizations adapt to evolving threats and

policy changes.

Conclusion

The responsibility for applying CUI markings and ensuring proper dissemination is a shared duty that

involves creators, managers, holders, and oversight bodies. Each party plays a critical role in protecting

sensitive information from unauthorized access or disclosure. By understanding and fulfilling these

responsibilities, organizations can maintain the integrity of CUI and uphold the trust placed in them by the

government and the public.
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