IDMBESTPRACTICES.CA

how many framers of the constitution were there

August 08, 2026

How Many Framers of the Constitution Were There?

The United States Constitution, one of the most enduring and influential documents in history, was crafted
by a group of visionary individuals known as the framers. These men, often referred to as the Founding
Fathers, played a pivotal role in shaping the framework of the American government. But how many
framers of the Constitution were there, and who were they? This article explores the number, identity, and
contributions of the framers, shedding light on their collective efforts to create a nation’s foundational legal

document.

The Framing Process: A Collaborative Effort

The creation of the U.S. Constitution began in 1787 at the Constitutional Convention held in Philadelphia.
Delegates from 12 of the original 13 states gathered to address the weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation, the nation’s first governing document. While the convention was initially called to revise
the Articles, the framers quickly realized that a complete overhaul was necessary. This led to the drafting of
a new constitution, which would establish a stronger federal government while balancing power between

the states and the central authority.

The framers were not a single group but a diverse assembly of individuals with varying political ideologies,
backgrounds, and experiences. Their task was monumental, requiring months of debate, compromise, and
negotiation. The process was not without its challenges, as disagreements over issues like representation,
slavery, and the balance of power threatened to derail the effort. However, through perseverance and

strategic compromise, the framers managed to craft a document that would endure for centuries.

The Number of Framers: 55 Delegates, 39 Signers

The Constitutional Convention was attended by 55 delegates, but not all of them remained for the entire
duration of the event. The number of framers is often cited as 55, but this figure includes those who
participated in the initial discussions and drafting process. However, only 39 of these delegates ultimately
signed the final version of the Constitution. The discrepancy arises from the fact that some delegates left

the convention early, while others chose not to sign the document for various reasons.

For example, George Mason of Virginia, a key figure in the drafting process, refused to sign the

Constitution because he believed it lacked a bill of rights. Similarly, Elbridge Gerry of Massachusetts and



George Clinton of New York also declined to sign, citing concerns about the document’s structure. These

individuals, though influential in the convention, were not among the 39 signers.

Additionally, Rhode Island did not send any delegates to the convention, as the state’s leaders were wary
of a strong central government. This absence further highlights the regional and ideological diversity of the

framers.

Key Framers: The Minds Behind the Constitution

While the framers as a group were numerous, certain individuals stood out for their significant

contributions. These key figures shaped the Constitution’s structure, principles, and enduring legacy.

James Madison, often called the "Father of the Constitution," was one of the most influential framers. A
delegate from Virginia, Madison played a central role in drafting the Virginia Plan, which proposed a strong
federal government with a bicameral legislature. His notes from the convention, known as the Notes of
Debates in the Federal Convention of 1787, provide invaluable insight into the debates and compromises

that shaped the Constitution.

Alexander Hamilton, a delegate from New York, was another pivotal figure. Though he initially advocated
for a more centralized government, he later supported the Constitution and became a leading voice in its
ratification. Hamilton’s Federalist Papers, co-written with John Jay and James Madison, were instrumental

in convincing the public to support the new document.

Benjamin Franklin, the eldest delegate, brought both wisdom and diplomacy to the convention. His

experience as a statesman and inventor lent credibility to the framers’ efforts, and

Benjamin Franklin, the eldest delegate, brought both wisdom and diplomacy to the convention. His
reputation as a unifying figure helped soften heated disputes, and his willingness to compromise set a tone

that would prove essential for the fragile gathering.

James Wilson, a Pennsylvania lawyer, was another intellectual powerhouse. Wilson’s legal expertise
helped shape the Constitution’s provisions on the judiciary, and his later work, The Principles of the Law of
Nations, influenced the development of American international law. He also authored the first draft of the
Constitution’s preamble, crystallizing the document’s lofty purpose: “We the People of the United

States...”.

Gouverneur Morris, also from Pennsylvania but representing Maryland, actually penned the final wording
of the Constitution. His elegant prose gave the document its enduring literary quality, and he was the chief
architect of the preamble’s iconic phrasing. Morris also championed a strong executive, arguing for a single

president rather than a plural council.



Roger Sherman of Connecticut earned a place in history for engineering the “Connecticut Compromise,”
the Great Compromise that merged the Virginia Plan’s representation by population with the New Jersey
Plan’s equal representation for each state. This dual-house legislature—House of Representatives and

Senate—remains the backbone of the modern Congress.

John Jay, though not a signer because he was serving as a diplomat in Spain, contributed heavily to the
Federalist cause. His essays, together with those of Hamilton and Madison, formed the Federalist Papers, a

masterclass in political theory that explained the Constitution’s mechanisms to a skeptical public.

William Paterson of New Jersey introduced the New Jersey Plan, a counter-proposal that protected the
interests of smaller states. Though ultimately superseded by the Great Compromise, Paterson’s insistence
on state sovereignty forced the larger delegates to address the balance of power between federal and state

governments.

George Washington, presiding over the convention, provided the crucial authority and legitimacy the
proceedings needed. His willingness to stay until the final document was completed, and his subsequent

election as the nation’s first president, cemented the Constitution’s acceptance.

The Signers vs. the Non-Signers: Why Their Stances Matter

The 39 men who affixed their names to the Constitution did so with the awareness that their signatures
would bind them to a new political experiment. Their signatures were not merely ceremonial; they
represented a collective endorsement of a framework that, at the time, lacked many of the protections many

delegates had championed.

The non-signers—Mason, Gerry, Clinton, and a handful of others—served as early cautionary voices. Their

objections highlighted three core concerns that would later shape the nation’s evolution:

1. Absence of a Bill of Rights — Mason’s insistence on explicit protections for individual liberties forced

the first Congress to adopt the first ten amendments, a direct response to Anti-Federalist pressure.

2. Executive Power — Gerry and Clinton worried that a strong presidency might devolve into tyranny.
Their skepticism contributed to the intricate system of checks and balances that curtails executive

overreach.

3. State Sovereignty — Many of the dissenters feared that a centralized government would erode the
autonomy of the states, a fear that resurfaced in later debates over the Tenth Amendment and the

doctrine of nullification.

In retrospect, the division between signers and non-signers was not a simple binary of “supporters” versus
“opponents.” Rather, it reflected a spectrum of constitutional philosophy that forced the fledgling republic

to grapple with the very principles it was about to enshrine.



Compromises that Forged the Constitution

The convention’s success hinged on a series of pragmatic compromises, each of which addressed a specific

regional or ideological tension:

Compromise Issue Addressed Outcome

Great Compromise

. Representation of large vs. Bicameral Congress: proportional House,
(Connecticut
. small states equal Senate
Compromise)
Three-Fifths Counting enslaved persons for = Each enslaved individual counted as
Compromise representation and taxation three-fifths of a person
Congress granted power to regulate
Commerce Clause Federal regulation of interstate _ _
. commerce, but with protections for
Compromise trade vs. state control
domestic slave trade (later repealed)
Direct popular election of the
) . Indirect election via electors, balancing
Electoral College president vs. congressional ) )
) popular will and state influence
selection
. . While not explicit, the structure allowed a
Judicial Review
Scope of federal courts supreme judicial authority, later affirmed in

(implied)
Marbury v. Madison (1803)

These agreements were not merely political niceties; they were the scaffolding that allowed the

Constitution to survive the divergent interests of a

The interplay of these agreements not only solidified the framework but also underscored the complexity of
balancing competing interests, ensuring the Constitution’s resilience amid evolving societal demands. Their
legacy endured as a testament to the nuanced diplomacy required to transform fragmented visions into a

cohesive entity.

As the nation expanded, these principles would continue to influence subsequent challenges, weaving
through debates over expansion, civil rights, and federalism. Yet their foundational role remains a

cornerstone, guiding the republic’s trajectory with quiet precision.

In conclusion, the intertwined efforts of compromise and vision continue to shape the evolving narrative of

governance, reminding us that the pursuit of unity often demands careful navigation of divergent paths.



Such efforts underscore the enduring significance of collective effort in shaping a lasting legacy.
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